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Common rock salt mixed with sand spread on the pavement can effectively lower the freezing point of the liquid and easily melt a thin ice cover, or break or prevent the bond of thicker ice and packed snow, making the snow/ice accumulation ready for mechanical removal with a plow.

For economic reasons the Village does not maintain a “bare pavement” policy for all its 13.37 miles of roads. There are different classes of streets, each with different approaches for snow plowing and ice control to achieve traffic safety. It would not be economically feasible to keep all roads completely free of all snow on a continuous basis.

Excessive salt can also have a negative impact upon individual property owner’s concrete driveways therefore the spreading of salt in residential areas needs to balance concerns for neighborhood traffic safety with concerns people have about concrete driveways.

For environmental reasons, the Village stores and handles salt with concern that the spreading of salt for snow and ice control is done properly. Salt and dissolved chlorides can leach into the groundwater if not properly stored or spread. Salt can have an impact on soil, vegetation and water, as well as the influence of residues on the behavior of animals. Corrosive impacts on steel in automobiles, bridges and concrete reinforcing bars are also a concern. We must insist on careful use of salt to retain the public’s confidence that we are prudent users of salt and other chemicals used for winter maintenance.

The Village of Denmark continues to emphasize the need to provide for winter road safety and to keep in mind the concerns of individual property owners and the environment, it has decided to maintain its roads during the winter months with the prudent use of chemicals.

No parking

We also do not have the staff to contact individuals who decided to park on our local streets between the hours of 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. and ask them to move their vehicles so that we’re able to plow snow. Any driver who violates our local on-street overnight parking ordinance for the winter months (November 1 to April 1) faces a $10 citation per offence. If the vehicle is towed it will be at the owners expense.

No shoveling snow into road
It is illegal to relocate snow into the road, this includes both residential and commercial snow plowing, blowing and shoveling operations.

A. General

The removal of snow shall be accomplished through the use of three Vehicle for snow removal and with the assistance of a private contractor (Bielinski) during a major storm. Currently the drivers are Rob Freeman, Dave Blohowiac and Steve Zellner. They are very concientous workers trying to do their best. So please try to be understanding and recognize that they are following these guidelines. If you have any concerns on how snow and ice is being handled please recognize they are following these general guidelines. Also remember that the main cooridor through the Village (KB,DePere,Main,Wisconsin) is the responsibility of Brown County Highway Dept….not the Village.
Snow control should continue through the stormy period or until service level

Expectations have been achieved. Two-way traffic should be maintained during

A storm.

Plowing and salting should be done using a strategy that is responsive to the type

Of snowfall, intensity of wind, temperature and traffic density.

Heavy equipment, when available from a private contractor, should be put to use

When the accumulation of snow and/or extensive drifting cannot be handled by

The Village trucks.County roads Hwy T, KB and R are maintained by Brown County Highway Department. Brown County limits each application of highway salt to a rate not to exceed 0.15 tons (300 lbs) per lane mile. The County has truck computerized control equipment to measure the actual levels of salt being dispersed. The County also has several tools of anti-icing, pre-wetting and new chemicals that reduce the need for salt.

Village Street Department employees maintain village streets. The Village has 13.37 miles of streets or 26.74 lane miles of roads. On average, 4 to 4 ½  tons of salt are applied to the Village streets per storm event or 299 to 336 lbs per lane mile. The Village trucks are not equipped with measuring devices or chemical spreader systems.

B. Shoulders/Curbs

Generally, a light accumulation of snow on Village street shoulders is not hazardous and time should not be taken to remove it until weather conditions warrant or allow that they be cleared.

The Village plows from curb to curb during all winter storms. In the event of a heavier than normal snow season the Village roads will be kept as wide as possible. If the road is not wide enough for two vehicles to pass at the same time Village Public Work crews will remove the snow as soon as possible.
Whenever the snow depth reaches between 5 to 6 inches (3 to 4 inches when it’s wet snow) the Village shall cut a path through all Village streets and then go back and widen the streets. Salting of streets shall occur whenever there is less than 2 inches of snow; this will prevent the snow from being packed down and turning into ices. Unfortunately this does create some slushy conditions until the salt has time to work completely.
C. Preparation Strategies

Prior to winter maintenance operations the Village should meet and review this snow plowing guideline, any problems or complaints that have been identified and documented during the past season and any other concerns that should be addressed. Suggestions to resolve specific problems should be addressed before the winter season begins. During the past season, citizens indicated they would like to see more plowing and less salting. Unfortunately the snow plowing budget doesn’t always permit plowing the entire village continuously for every snow event. In early November the Village establishes a budget for snow removal and every attempt is made to stay within the budgeted amount in order to keep residential property taxes from having to be increased.
Informal discussions with citizens who have raised concerns should occur with the main objective of mutually agreeing upon possible solutions to a specific site.

For example, if a resident does not want to have salt placed in front of their home and if meeting this request can be achieved without conflicts with adjacent property owners or travelers on the particular street, an attempt to accommodate the property owner should be made. This could include the complete discontinuance of salt spreading in the immediate area at all times.

D. Call Out Procedures

Brown County Highway Department has an official snow plan with call out procedures. Please call 492-4925 about your concerns about County highways that pass through the Village.
The Village Street Department employees have been requested to monitor weather conditions and to respond appropriately. Potential sources for weather forecasting include local weather stations, radio and contacting weather forecast services. Street Department employees evaluate these forecasts and review information from Brown County to ready for a storm.

The Village President or Village Administrator also have the authority to order call outs or additional clean up services. They also can order special assessment to be charged for additional services.
Also, informal discussions between the Public Works employees and the Chief of Police serve to aid in improving snow removal services.

E. Providing Information

Public Works employees shall keep the Village Administrator and the school district advised of storm related problems when requested. The employees shall supervise the storm from the field as much as practical. The Village Administrator shall provide Trustee’s, the public and media with information as appropriate. Attempts should be made to upload information onto the Village’s website if possible.
F. Procedures Prior, During and After a Winter Storm

A wide range of ice and snow conditions imposes an equally wide range of   possible responses. The following “concepts for actions” should be carried out

Prior, during and after a winter storm in three temperature ranges

a. Prior to the Storm

Plow: Check equipment for safety concerns

Salt: Monitor supply to have sufficient salt supply available

b. During the Storm (Sleet or Snow)-rising temperature

Plow: If the depth requires it.

Salt: Only after street has been plowed or in known slippery areas created by Traffic flows.

c. During the Storm – falling temperature

Plow: If the depth requires it.

Salt:  No salting if temperature is below 10 degrees F.

Sand: Apply a salt and sand blend  in locations that salting would be ineffective.

d. After the Storm

Plow: First priority until temperature rises

Salt: No salting until road is cleared except in slippery areas as needed.

G. Guidelines for Operation of Equipment

1. Snow removal equipment shall not be operated against traffic unless traffic control measures have been established.

2. Snow removal equipment will be checked to ensure equipment and safety lights are working in good order prior to leaving the shop area.

3. Driveways are not to be opened by the Village. Owners are responsible for opening their driveways and removing the windrow. 

H. Mailboxes

A mailbox damaged by being hit by a plow (or the windrow of snow) and damaged shall be reported to the Police and the Village shall determine if the mailbox shall be replaced/repaired at the Village or owner’s expense. On occasion a driver may unintentionally encroach upon a property during the snow plowing of a roadway or cul du sac. In these situations the driver or property owner should notify the Village Administrator or Clerk about the lawn damages and the Village, will review the matter, and when appropriate arrange to have the lawn repaired in early spring of the year.
All mailboxes need to be installed according to the United States Postal Guidelines. If damages occur to a mailbox and it was not installed according to postal standards the Village will not be responsible for any repairs or replacement.

Mailboxes that lean toward the street past the back edge of the curb or that has decorative items that cross the back edge of the curb are considered to be non-compliant. In addition, the Village will not be responsible for damage to mailboxes that have inadequate materials such as rotted wood post.

If damage occurs to a properly installed mailbox due to municipal operations the Village will be responsible for the repairs to include labor, and the cost of materials up to $75.00

Homeowners are reminded to clear snow away from the mailbox areas after each plowing. Snow that remains in front of the mailboxes will get compacted by post office vehicles and make subsequent plowing less effective.

I. Routes for Snow Removal
            Curb to curb snow removal shall be accomplished by employees and other service providers (private & Brown County) following prescribed routes.
           Five Yard Truck with Wing:  Downtown, Hager, Kelly, Church, Jacob,

           Pleasant, Grant, Prospect, Lee, Hansen, Johnston St.,  Highridge, Danish Way , 

           Scandinavia (Downtown route) and Kelly, Steven Ct., Melissa Ct, Tivoli, 

           Carlsburg Ct. Pleasant, Grand,Schleis Lane, Prospect and Railroad Ave. Lee,

           Hansen, Highridge, Danish Way, Scandinavia, Mahlik Ln., Hershman, Lynch, 

           Garden View, Dworak, William St,. Water Tower.
           Loader: Area North of Main Street beginning at Broadway to the west 

           including Sunset, Oak, Maple, Jorgenson, Elm, Woodrow,  Pine, Elaine Ct, 

           St. Claude, Green Bay Road, Copenhagen, Feucht, Slovang, Kronberg Ct.
           One ton:  Waste Water Treatment Plant, Well # 3
           Brown County: Hwy 96, County Trunk N (North Wall), County Trunk KB, 

           DePere Rd., Wisconsin Ave.

           Bielinski (private hauler): North Road Avenue, Kvitek Rd. and 
           Central Business District parking lot. Merchants require parking lot for off 

           street parking to be cleared by time their establishment opens.
            Steiner (Blower or broom): Sidewalks. Downtown merchant area covered 

            under “cross-use” parking lot agreement. Merchants require sidewalk to be

            cleared by time their establishment opens.

J. Sidewalks

Section 8.05 of the Village Municipal Code requires homeowners or occupants to promptly remove all snow and ice from the front of their property. If a property owner fails to remove all snow from their sidewalk within 24 hours the Village shall use its Public Works crew to remove the snow and bill the owner at a rate of $100 per hour. Unpaid charges will be assessed against the property at the end of the year.
Village owned properties with sidewalks shall also be clear of snow and ice. The Public works crew shall remove snow from sidewalks located at the following areas:

a. Central Business District parking lot and sidewalks per the “cross-lease use agreement.

b. Sidewalks in front of Memorial Park (Wisconsin Ave.)

(Veterans organization to be billed for service)

c. Both sides of the railroad tracks on Main Street

(State to be billed)

d. Sidewalk in front of Public works garage at 135 Main Street

e. Sidewalks/pavement around the yellow shelter building in Memorial Park (veterans organization to be billed for service)

f. Trails head area & sitting areas

g. The sidewalk in front of the road stub area of Danish Meadow Lane on North Road Avenue.
h. The sidewalk and driveway at Well # 2 on Grand Avenue

            The Public Works crew shall not clear snow on sidewalks from the front of 

            Homeowner’s sidewalks when driving equipment from one location to another to 
            clear snow from those properties identified above as being the Village’s 
            responsibility to keep clean.

            The Public Works crew shall utilize motorized snow removal equipment (Steiner) 

            Whenever possible to reduce the amount of time it would take to achieve snow 

            removal manually and to reduce the risk of back injuries.

           K.  Snow Plowing/Wastewater Treatment Plant 

            The staff at the Treatment plan will be responsible for plowing/salting of the 

            wastewater treatment plant roads and Well # 3
            The primary job for a Public Works employee is to provide safe roads and 

            sidewalks for the Village.

L. Guidelines for the use of salt, sand, mixture or other applications

Different weather and road conditions will necessitate different responses to a variety of weather and road conditions. The following conditions are listed with suggested responses:

CONDITIONS     SUGGESTED,SALT,SAND, MIXTURE APPLICATIONS



       TO BE USED IN RESPONSE TO CONDITIONS
       Snow less than 2 “ …………………..………Salt
       Ice-Below 10 degrees………………..………Sand/salt mix of 1 to 5 ratio

       Snow above 2 “ and over 10 degrees………..Plow then salt

       Snow above 2” and under 10 degrees……….Plow then sand/salt 1 to 5 ratio

M. Ice Chunks/boulders/gravel/debris from road

The primary responsibility of the Public Works crew is to remove snow from our road surfaces. Every once in awhile, weather conditions may create large ice chunks that can unintentionally be thrown up onto lawn areas. Property owners are responsible for the removal of these ice chunks or other debris if they want to have them removed. Ordinarily the ice chunks will melt when the temperature returns to normal. The Village removes snow, ice and ice chunks from roadways and not off driveways, sidewalks or lawns.
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